THE AGE  OF  REASON
her, or as the vigour of her beauty: her complexion
is as fair and blooming as when she was a bride."1
"The world is still mad about the Gunnings: the
Duchess of Hamilton was presented on Friday;
the crowd was so great, that even the noble mob
in the drawing-room clambered upon chairs and tables
to look at her."2
It was, too, one of the few periods in English history
when satire was in vogue, and the following verses give
some idea of the type of wit that appealed to the London
of George II:
A RECEIPT TO MAKE A LORD
OCCASIONED  BY A LATE REPORT  OF  A  PROMOTION
Take a man, who by nature's a true son of earth,
By rapine enrich'd, though a beggar by birth;
In genius the lowest, illbred and obscene;
In morals most wicked, most nasty in mien;
By none ever trusted, yet ever employ'd;
In blunders quite fertile, of merit quite void;
A scold in the Senate, abroad a buffoon,
The scorn and the jest of all courts but his own:
A slave to that wealth that ne'er made him a friend,
And proud of that cunning that ne'er gain'd an end;
A dupe in each treaty, a Swiss in each vote;
In manners and form a complete Hottentot.
Such an one could you find, of all men you'd commend him;
But be sure let the curse of each Briton attend him.
Thus fully prepared, add the grace of the throne,
The folly of monarchs and screen of a crown—
Take a prince for his purpose, without ears or eyes,
And a long parchment roll stufFd brim-full of lies:
These mingled together, a fiat shall pass,
And the thing be a Peer, that before was an ass.
1 Feb  15, 1750.	2 March 23, 1752.
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